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THE  EARL  OF  SALISBURY.

William Cecil^ second Earl of Salisbury.

Born 1591.   Died 1668.
By CLARENDON.

The Earle of Salisbury had bene borne and bredd in
Courte and had the Advantage of a descent from a Father
and a Grandfather, who had bene very wise men, and
greate Ministers of State in the eyes of Christendome,

I0 whose wisdome and virtues dyed with them, and ther
children only inherited ther titles. He had bene admitted
of the Councell to Kinge James, from which tyme he con-
tinued so obsequious to the Courte, that he never fayled
in overactinge all that he was requyred to do; no acte
of power was ever proposed, which he did not advance,
and execute his parte, with the utmost rigour, no man so
greate a tyrant in his country, or was lesse swayed by any
motives of justice or honour ; he was a man of no words,
except in huntinge and hawkinge in which he only knew

20 how to behave himselfe, in matters of State and councell
he alwayes concurred in what was proposed for the Kinge,
and cancelled and repayred all those transgressions by
concurringe in all that was proposed against him as soone
as any such propositions were made ; yett when the Kinge
went to Yorke, he likewise attended upon his Majesty and
at that distance seemed to have recover'd some courage,
and concurred in all councells which were taken to un-